Facts and figures

The Haaglanden metropolitan district comprises approximately the triangle Den Haag -Zoetermeer-Delft plus the entire Westland area. Within this region one-third of the population prefers a bicycle for transfers no longer than 7.5 km. All plans combined will result in a network of 500 kilometres in regional bicycle routes, with a grid size of approx. 1.5 km. Some 340 kilometres of this are already present. To realise the remaining 160 kilometres approximately 200 bottlenecks will have to be solved. For 70 projects over 75 million Euro has been earmarked for 2003-2007, with some 20 projects possibly being added to this. For the years beyond 2007 GDU-plus funds will be made available for the remaining projects. 
The city of Den Haag has for years been trying to steer a different course: in 1997 with the plan Fiets voorop!, which was upgraded to Fiets voorop! plus in 2000. This resulted among other things in 10 kilometres of bike path, twenty kilometres of bicycle lanes and 1400 guarded parking spaces. Yet bicycle use trails other major cities like Amsterdam and Utrecht. At present 60% of the principal bicycle network - with a grid size of approx. 500 metres - has been provided with bike paths, 20% has bicycles lanes and 20% has no bicycle provisions at all. The current plan will cost over 24 million Euro over 4 years. Some 60% of funds will be provided by the local authorities, the remainder mainly from the Haaglanden Mobility Fund as well as the interim-funds Duurzaam Veilig, regional fund BOR and contributions from land development. On the wish list of Den Haag, under the heading useful, but no funds as yet, are an additional 7 million Euro worth of projects.

